
Bell Birdwatching groupBell Birdwatching groupBell Birdwatching group   

20 April 201820 April 201820 April 2018   
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Next outing:   
Friday 18 May 2018 

Meet at Bell-Bunya Information Centre at 8.00am. 
We will travel to “Warmga Park” at Bell. 

Bring your own morning tea, chair, water and UHF 
radio. 

Lunch at the Bell-Bunya Information Centre. 
Please ring Bernice to confirm your attendance.  

0427 631 080 
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PHOTOGRAPHS:  Robert & Owen 

TEXT:  Gary 

NEWSLETTER: Joan 

Friday, 20th was a perfect day for our April excursion.  Seventeen 

adventurers met at the Yamsion Hall prior to travelling along 

Dorman’s Gully Road, previously visited in June, 2017. 

John 

Mike kindly obliged with an in-depth interpretation of the 

geological features encountered throughout the day.  Talk to Mike 

or Gary if you want to know more about these. 

Robert 
Striped Honeyeater 



First stop was along one of the relatively quiet and undisturbed 

gullies at the base of the mountains.  White cedars feature here 

and provide easy pickings for the figbirds and orioles. 

MALE: red facial skin, black 

head, rich green-yellow below,  

FEMALE: less brilliant, heavily 

streaked, SIZE: 27-30 cm 

FLIGHT: Undulating direct flight 

VOICE: short sharp yelps ‘pow 

pow pow’ 

Figbird distribution 

Olive-backed  
Oriole 

Orange-red bill, red eye, rich olive-

green upperparts, female more 

heavily streaked.  SIZE: 25-28 cm.   

VOICE: rolling ‘orry-orry-ole’. 

Ventriloquial. 

Second stop was the impressive high, light yellow sandstone cliff 

with its numerous bird nesting holes. No doubt home to many other 

creatures.  In the creek bed at the base of the cliff large basalt 

boulders stood in contrast to the soft sandstone.   Rock art depicting 

a kangaroo and eagle was observed.  There was a degree of 

scepticism concerning the authenticity of the drawings.     

Unmistakable black-and-white swallow. 

Deeply forked tail.   SIZE: 13-15 cm. 

HABITAT: Nests in colonies in sandy banks. 

VOICE: dry ’jk, jk’ in flight. 

White-back Swallow distribution 

Our bird find of the day…. 

White-backed Swallow 

Figbird 



Red-backed Fairy Wren distribution 

Walking back to our cars we were fortunate to catch a 

fleeting glimpse or two of the red-backed fairy wrens 

as they darted amongst the dense undergrowth. 

We stopped for morning tea at the gateway to the ‘Marlaybrook’ property.   
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Further on, the road became a difficult trail.  The 4 wheel drive vehicles, reminiscent of a Leyland brothers episode, climbed a 

steep, rocky hill where we enjoyed excellent views.   

Our elevation was such that we looked down into a 

deep gully where a tall tree hosted a wedgie’s nest.    

Don, with his keen eyesight, was first to sight a distant soaring Wedge-tail.  

He, and Gary, are now even in the quest to take out the prestigious Wedgie 

Award for 2018.  

Galah 



Sulphur Crested Cockatoos 

Noisy Miners 

Magpies 

Crows 

Grey Butcherbirds 

Magpie Larks (Peewees) 

Kookaburra (nest) 

Pied Currawongs 

Little Corellas 

Striped Honeyeaters 

Olive-backed Orioles 

Figbirds 

Willy Wagtails 

Bar-shouldered Doves 

Double-bar finches 

Crimson Rosellas 

Cockatiels 

Galahs 

Red-backed Fairy Wrens 

White-backed Swallows 

Scaly-breasted Lorikeets 

Bell to Markham’s Hill Road 
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Within a short distance, we encountered a wonderful feature – 
a collection of balancing basalt boulders (a Tor). Perhaps we can 
name them, The Bunya Marbles. This Tor and the cliff are the 
result of volcanic activity 25 million years ago.  

Google Earth file with track log:  Birding Dorman's Gully Road 20April2018.kml 

If you go onto Google Earth you can see these, the road and other landmarks we passed.  It would be interesting 

to explore more in this area.  You will see, when you look at the satellite view, other rocky formations visible.  

After lunch under the shade of a tree on “Marlaybrook”, we travelled to Caldwell’s Road.  This will be a destination for a future 

outing.  The power line follows the road which becomes a track up a seemingly precipitous spur to the top of the mountain.   

In addition to our avian friends, the 

wonderful world of nature presents 

many other fascinating subjects.  

Rob’s photo shows the huge Orb-

weavers we observed on our way to 

the cliff.  Sharing the weaver’s web 

was the tiny Dew Drop Spider.  These 

characters reside on the edges of the 

Orb-weavers web and live by stealing 

food from the host. 

Zebra Finches 

Lewin’s Honeyeater 

Red-browed Finches 

Crested Pigeons 

Wedge-tail eagles 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 

Mistletoebird 

Eastern Spinebill 

King Parrots 

Apostlebirds 

Black Shouldered Kites 

Grey-crowned Babblers 

Raven 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Pale-headed Rosellas 

Nankeen Kestrels 

Pied Butcherbirds 

Blue Bonnets 

Peaceful Dove 

Masked Lapwings (Plovers) 

Noisy Friarbird 


